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Love Frees Us from 

Wanting More than 

We Need 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 6, 2026 9:30 AM 

(You are welcome to share a prayer request to be used in worship today. 
Prayer Cards will be collected during the Sermon Song.) 

(Receptacles for your offerings are available on stools on the way to your seats at the tables) 

WELCOME AND HIGHLIGHTED HAPPENINGS TO COME 

SHARING THE PEACE 

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

Response: And also with you 

(You may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words) 

GATHERING 

Pastor: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God; 

and now we prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 

(A time of silence to let go of daily worries and refocus on worshipping God) 
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PRELUDE    (and lighting of the altar candles) 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Asst. Minister: All heaven and earth proclaim the majesty of God’s creative power! 

All: Praise God for the amazing and awesome beauty. 

Asst. Minister: God has given to us codes by which to live together in harmony and peace. 

All: In these commandments, 

God has summed up the ways we must respect one another. 

Asst. Minister: Rejoice in the goodness of God. 

All: Praise God for God’s complete and steadfast love for us. 

Amen. 

OPENING PRAYER 

Asst. Minister: Let us pray: 

Good and gracious God, 

help us to be happy 

with what you have given us. 

Keep our eyes, our hearts, our minds 

focused on the love you give to us, 

and not on the blessings of our neighbors. 

All: Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG Spirit, Open My Heart ACS 1043 
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CONFESSION 

Asst. Minister: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

 (Pause for a time of reflection) 

God, 

you loved this world so much 

that you sent your own son, Jesus Christ 

to live and die among us, 

in order that we might have life. 

All: Forgive us for keeping that abundant life to ourselves, 

for jealously hoarding your generous gifts, 

for choosing self-interest over compassion and justice. 

Teach us what it means to live as children of the light, 

generously sharing your abundance 

with our brothers and sisters in need. 

Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Pastor: We are loved. 

Love is the Way. 

When we love God, we love others. 

All: When we truly lay down our life for others, 

we lay down our life for God. 

We give ourselves to God by serving others. 

We know that in God’s love there is forgiveness, 

healing, and reconciliation. 

Amen. 
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THE WORD 

  

THE READING     Exodus 20:17 and Matthew 22:34-40    (Inclusive Bible Translation) 

Reader: The readings use the Inclusive Bible translation of the Bible.  Today’s first reading is from 

the twentieth chapter of Exodus: 

[God spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai:] 
17 “No desiring your neighbor’s house!  No desiring your neighbor’s spouse, or worker― 

female or male― or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor!” 

And our second reading is from chapter twenty-two of the Gospel of Matthew: 

34 When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had left the Sadducees speechless, they 

gathered together, 35 and one of them, an expert on the Law, attempted to trick Jesus with 

this question:  36 “Teacher, which commandment of the Law is the greatest?” 
37 Jesus answered: 

“‘You must love the Most High God 

with all your heart, 

with all your soul and 

with all your mind.’ 
38 “That is the greatest and first commandment.  39 The second is like it:  ‘You must love 

your neighbor as yourself.’  40 On these two commandments the whole Law is based― and 

the Prophets as well.” 

Word of God, word of life. 

Response: Thanks be to God. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON Pastor Tormod Svensson 
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SERMON SONG Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love ELW 708 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Asst. Minister: We affirm our faith: 

All: I believe in the Holy One, known as God, 

I believe in God the Creator, 

who made me and all things, 

who set me on my path in this world. 

I believe in God the Savior, 

who is one with the Creator, 

who rescued me and all creation 

from the depredations of our violations against God and creation. 

This man, Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ, 

walked a path through this world, 

taking on human form having been born of a woman 

through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

He lived and worked in this world among people just like me. 

He walked God’s path to death on a cross, 

and rose from the dead to open our pathway to eternal life. 
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All: I believe in God the Holy Spirit, my counselor and guide, 

who is one with the Creator and the Christ, 

who through the body and blood of Jesus 

brings me into communion with all people, past, present and future; 

who calls me to walk a sacred way of life through this world, 

caring for creation and the people I meet on the way, 

loving them, helping them, welcoming them without prejudice, 

being God’s hands and feet in the world. 

Amen. 

SHARING GLIMPSES OF GOD 

(Anyone present who would like to share an experience when they felt or saw God working 

in their life may participate.) 

COMMUNITY PRAYERS 

Asst. Minister: Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that 

God hears us. 

(silence for reflection) 

God of everything, you give us what we need.  Remind us that we are also entrusted to 

share with others.  Assist us to give our love, our time, our treasures, and our prayers to 

those that do not have enough.  Be our guide in this world to share what we have with 

those in need of our love. 

Hear us, O God. 

Response: Your mercy is great. 

Asst. Minister: Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs of all.  Heal 

communities crying out after disaster.  Protect grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all 

places of transition.  Be with us as we endeavor to understand and preserve the 

ecosystems you created and with which we are so closely intertwined.  Guide us in our 

efforts to honor the First Peoples’ care of flora and fauna for all time.  Teach us the 

humility, respect and responsibility necessary to conscientiously steward this traditional 

home of our Duwamish and Muckleshoot siblings which we are now using for our 

church home. 

Hear us, O God. 

Response: Your mercy is great. 
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Asst. Minister: Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation away from selfish 

gain and toward your promise of good for all, especially the good of all who labor.  

Come to the aid of nations experiencing war, conflict, disease, famine, earthquakes, and 

other disasters.  Give wisdom to leaders of countries, congregations, communities, 

relief agencies, and peacemaking organizations so that they may lead and serve justly.  

Guide them to better the lives of those in need, end bigotry, and bring peace to this 

world. 

Hear us, O God. 

Response: Your mercy is great. 

Asst. Minister: Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need.  Restore broken 

relationships, failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we carry with us.  Comfort 

and bring healing and hope to all who are suffering in body, mind, or spirit, and answer 

all who call upon your name.  Hold them in your loving arms and give them strength and 

courage through their difficulties.  Guide and sustain those who are tending to their 

needs, and give support and comfort to their families and friends through these trying 

times. 

Hear us, O God. 

Response: Your mercy is great. 

Asst. Minister: Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to announce the words 

you give us. Be with the congregation gathered here to serve you.  Open us to receive 

your word in unexpected ways.  Reconcile us to each other, making your good news 

known even through our imperfections.  We lift up the many and varied gifts and 

talents of this congregation and ask that the bonds of fellowship be strengthened so we 

may be united as the body of Christ and a blessing for the whole community.  May 

those who travel for work or recreation, or to be with family, do so safely.  And may 

visitors find refreshment among us. 

Hear us, O God. 

Response: Your mercy is great. 

Asst. Minister: Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you.  We give you thanks for the nearness 

of your salvation for all who have gone before us.  We particularly remember with 

gratitude today the lives of those recently departed who now rest in you, including…. 

 

Confident in the promise of Christ’s resurrection, we wait with anticipation and 

certainty that we will be reunited with them again at your heavenly banquet.  Until that 

time, comfort those who are mourning the physical loss of their loved ones as they 

struggle with their grief to find a new path forward. 

Hear us, O God. 

Response: Your mercy is great. 

Asst. Minister: Listen now to the prayers of your people, spoken aloud or silently… 

(pause for personal prayers) 

(special congregational prayers are lifted up) 
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Asst. Minister: Hear us, O God. 

Response: Your mercy is great. 

Asst. Minister: Grant the prayers we have offered and whatever else you see that is needed.  We ask 

this in Jesus’ name. 

Response: Amen. 

MEAL 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Asst. Minister: Our offering prayer: 

God of all good gifts, who gives freely to us, 

have mercy on us and grant us the peace 

that only the Prince of Peace can provide. 

All: Grant that our lives would be an offering, 

and that our work would be a good gift, 

just as the gifts that the magi brought, 

pleasing to you and fit for the king of all creation. 

We look to you, our Prophet, Priest and King, 

to rule the world with justice, 

and to give salvation to all who call upon you. 

Amen. 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

A more complete list of all whom the congregation is praying for 

this week is in the announcement insert in your bulletin. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastor: We join in the prayer Jesus taught us to pray. 

All: Our [Father|Mother|Heavenly Parent|Creator] in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS 

 

COMMUNION INVITATION 

Asst. Minister: If the world tells you that you are unworthy of a seat at the table, 

that your presence is unwelcome or even unwholesome, 

know that Jesus extends an invitation to you personally. 

This table does not belong to human beings, 

but to the God who delights in you, 

Who welcomes you without demanding you be anything 

but your own beautiful self. 

Come, join this joyful feast without fear. 

God has set a place just for you. 

For the summer Communion will be done by "intinction" (described below) and each person will be 

asked to present the Communion elements to their neighbor.  The idea behind this is to create a 

more communal feel where everyone gets to participate in this ancient rite, empowered by the Holy 

Spirit as “the priesthood of all believers”.  It is a very Lutheran concept. 

Communion by Intinction: 

After the Presider consecrates the elements, the bowls of bread will be taken to each of the four 

tables, handing them to the first person on either side of the table with the words:  "This is the body 

of Christ given for you."  The Assisting Minister will follow with the wine and juice, offering it with 

the words:  "This is the blood of Christ shed for you."  Those first people will then take a piece of 

the bread and dip it into either the wine or juice before consuming it.  Then each person in turn will 

offer the bread followed by the wine and juice to the people next to them using the same words 

until all at the table have communed.  If you prefer a gluten-free option, indicate that to the Presider 

who will provide that to you.  If anyone is uncomfortable presenting the bread and wine/juice, feel 

free to ask someone else to do that for you.  If you are uncomfortable in participating at all, feel free 

to decline to do so. 
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COMMUNION SONG Come, Let Us Eat ELW 491 

 

(when all in the Fellowship Hall have been fed) 

Pastor: Those joining us online – pick up your bread and hear these words: 

This is the body of Christ given for you. 

Eat and receive saying, ″Amen.″ 

Lift up your cup of wine or juice and hear these words: 

This is the blood of Christ shed for you. 

Drink and receive saying, ″Amen.″ 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

Pastor: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

Response: Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

Asst. Minister: May you trust in God’s promises to his people: 

peace 

security 

blessing 

even when they are difficult to believe. 

May you know that God’s news is good news, 

nourishing 

true 

even when people tell you it is not. 

And when you encounter doubt, 

may you strengthen your belief 

guiding you in his perfect wisdom and counsel. 

Response: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG Behold What Manner of Love CCLI 1596 (TFF 218) 

The first time through sung in unison 
The second and third time sung as a round with the second group (the tables farthest from the 

kitchen) not starting until the first group (the tables closest to the kitchen) begins singing the 
Chorus 
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WE GO 

Pastor: Let us go now, to follow Jesus, 

to serve our neighbor, to stand with the oppressed, 

to proclaim and live God’s grace, 

and to share God’s peace and love with the world! 

Response: Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE 
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Resources:  All bible texts are from the Inclusive Bible by Priests for Equality, Publisher Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, copy 
privileges granted by eBooks.com 

Some liturgy wording and clip art from https://www.sundaysandseasons.com, copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. 
All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26161. 

Call to Worship ~ written by Nancy C. Townley, and posted on the Ministry Matters website at 
https://ministrymatters.com/2020-08-25_worship_connection_october_1_2023/ 

Opening Prayer ~ written by Rhonda Gleason 

Confession ~ written by Christine Longhurst, posted on the Canadian Foodgrains Bank website 

Assurance of Pardon ~ written by Rev. Mindi, and posted on Rev-o-lution. http://rev-o-lution.org/, adapted by changing the 
plural “we” and “our” to “you” and “your” 

Affirmation of Faith ~ from the Lenten series Journey into Wholeness written by Christine Sine.  Published in 2009 by Mustard 
Seed Associates.  The entire series is available on the Godspace website. 

Community Prayers First Petition ~ written by Rhonda Gleason 

Offering Prayer ~ written by Thomas Turner, and posted on Everyday Liturgy. http://everydayliturgy.com/prayer-for-epiphany/ 

Communion Invitation ~ written by Avery Arden, posted at https://binarybreakingworship.com/category/liturgy/invitation-
to-the-table/ 

Benediction ~ written by Rev. Margaret Weis and posted on the Unitarian Universalist Association website.  
https://www.uua.org/worship/words/affirmation/church-has-left-building 

Special Clip Art: 

Moses with the Tables of the Law ~ oil on canvas by Guido Reni, 1624, in the public domain, posted to 

https://www.bible.gallery/art/guido-reni/moses-with-the-tables-of-the-law/831/art-info 

Piano with Music ~ from http://clipart-library.com/clipart/314679.htm and recolored 

Stained Cross with Praying Hands ~ from https://www.clipartmax.com/middle/m2H7G6i8K9K9d3Z5_prayer-invites-us-to-clip-
art-prayer-hand/ 

Celtic Heart ~ from http://clipart-library.com/clipart/1613293.htm, recolored 

Your Sins Are Forgiven ~ http://clipart-library.com/clipart/380450.htm 

Radiant Bible ~ from https://clipart-library.com/clipart/ebdf343a-8438-4318-9c83-3f303e0347d5.html 

Jesus with the Children ~ from https://www.craiyon.com/en/image/6kKG3TylTlaYO2ve-ct3Nw (cropped) 

God Speaking to Moses ~ from https://www.freebibleimages.org/illustrations/moody-moses-commandments/.  This 

picture is the copyright of Moody Publishers and distributed for free download under a license with FreeBibleimages 
for personal and educational use only.  All rights reserved.  Individual Images can be used in educational 
presentations, web articles, blogs and social media with attribution to Moody Publishers / FreeBibleimages.org.  They 
may only be used in the retelling of Bible stories and narrative that are faithful to the Biblical account, and are not to 
be used in any context where the accompanying message is undermining of the Christian faith and gospel. 

Microphone in Hand ~ from https://clipart-library.com/clipart/mic-cliparts-28.htm 

Praying Hands ~ from http://clipart-library.com/clipart/516920.htm 

Have a Blessed Day ~ from https://clipart-library.com/clipart/blessed-day-cliparts-14.htm 

Some clip art ~ from https://www.sundaysandseasons.com, copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26161. 

One License, Annual License with Podcasting, Category B avg attendence 26 to 100, A-729010 for Oct 18, 2025 through Oct 17, 2026 

CCLI Copyright License 263987 Size B, Streaming License 20757860 Size B 
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KENT LUTHERAN CHURCH 
lives and celebrates the accepting love of Christ 

As a unique and beloved child of God, you are welcome 

and accepted just as you are at Kent Lutheran.  Here, you are empowered 

to lead, grow, and share your gifts in love and service.  We share the love 

of Christ with all, regardless of race, culture, ethnicity, age, gender 

expression or identity, sexual orientation, physical and mental abilities, 

socioeconomic position, family background, or where you are on your 

spiritual journey.  We commit ourselves to anti-racism, social and 

economic justice, and environmental care and to joyfully and inclusively 

love and serve our community. 

CORE VALUES 

We affirm the following values: 

* We value the love of God revealed in Christ Jesus; 

* We value God’s love as a gift to be shared with everyone; 

* We value everyone as a child of God, and invite all to be embraced by God; 

* We value providing a loving, caring environment supporting spiritual needs; 

* We value that all people are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God and community. 

* We value the participation of people of all ages, ethnic background, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, educational background, different abilities, and economic conditions. 

OUR VISION 

Kent Lutheran Church, a Christ-centered, sacred place 

for spiritual, cultural, and community enrichment. 

Kent Lutheran Church is an RIC (Reconciling in Christ) congregation. 

336 Second Avenue South, Kent, WA  98032-5849 

Phone:  253-852-2057 

Office email: klcoffice@kentlutheran.org 

Web Site:  www.kentlutheran.org 

Visit us on Facebook: Kent Lutheran Church, Kent Lutheran Youth, KLC South Sudan 

Other KLC related web sites: www.KentGrandOrgan.org, www.klcsouthsudan.blogspot.com 

 

Pastor Tormod Svensson 

 Pastor’s Cell Phone:  301-707-1548 Pastor’s email:  pastorsvensson@gmail.com 

Sean Haley, Director of Music Ministries 

Karen Triplett, Office Ministries Manager 

 Mona Lee, Treasurer Kathy Nixon, Financial Secretary 

Joseph Lual, Seminarian 

 Lutheran Counseling Network counselors 425-271-9711 
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