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Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 
 May 18, 2025 9:30 AM 

(You are welcome to share a prayer request to be used in worship today. 
Prayer Cards will be collected during the Sermon Song.) 

GATHERING 

(A time of silence to let go of daily worries and refocus on worshipping God) 

PRELUDE    (and lighting of the altar candles) 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: God’s saving word is for all people. 

All: We do not get to decide who is included. 

Leader: Let us give thanks that God welcomes everyone. 

All: Thank you, God, for welcoming us! 
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LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT PRAYER 

Leader: Lord God, 

O Loving Creator, we acknowledge this traditional home of the Duwamish and Muckleshoot 

peoples on which we live and worship today.  We give thanks for their stewardship of this 

land over centuries.  We ask for your guidance in our efforts to care for this place, and to 

honor the First Peoples’ legacy with humility, respect and responsibility. 

Response: Amen 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Leader: Let us pray. 

Gracious God, 

All: Whether we are aware of it or not, we often put up barriers, 

deciding for ourselves who is “in” and who is “out” of your righteous reign. 

Shake us out of our need to control, 

and open our hearts to accept all people without exception, as you do. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN People of the Word DATH 1 
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CONFESSION 

Leader: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

 (Pause for a time of reflection) 

God of new life, 

All: We live as though you are still in the grave. 

We do not rejoice in the good news of liberation 

for all people without exception. 

We continue to sin against you and our neighbors 

by our actions and our failure to act. 

Shake us out of our complacency, 

cleanse our hearts of selfishness, 

and make us joyful participants in the work of bringing about your reign in the world today. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Pastor: We are an Easter people! 

Through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

God has redeemed all of creation. 

We are made whole, forgiven of all our sins, 

and empowered to live out the gospel in joy. 

All: Amen. 
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KYRIE 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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THE WORD 

THE READING     Acts 15:1-18 

Reader: The reading today is from the fifteenth chapter of the book of Acts: 

1 Then certain individuals came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, 

“Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.”  
2 And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and 

Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to discuss this 

question with the apostles and the elders.  3 So they were sent on their way by the church, 

and as they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, they reported the conversion of 

the gentiles and brought great joy to all the brothers and sisters.  4 When they came to 

Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and the elders, and they 

reported all that God had done with them.  5 But some believers who belonged to the sect 

of the Pharisees stood up and said, “It is necessary for them to be circumcised and ordered 

to keep the law of Moses.” 
6 The apostles and the elders met together to consider this matter.  7 After there had 

been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “My brothers, you know that in the 

early days God made a choice among you, that I should be the one through whom the 

gentiles would hear the message of the good news and become believers.  8 And God, who 

knows the human heart, testified to them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he did to 

us, 9 and in cleansing their hearts by faith he has made no distinction between them and us.  
10 Now, therefore, why are you putting God to the test by placing on the neck of the 

disciples a yoke that neither our ancestors nor we have been able to bear?  11 On the 

contrary, we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they 

will.” 
12 The whole assembly kept silence and listened to Barnabas and Paul as they told of all 

the signs and wonders that God had done through them among the gentiles.  13 After they 

finished speaking, James replied, “My brothers, listen to me.  14 Simeon has related how 

God first looked favorably on the gentiles, to take from among them a people for his name.  
15 This agrees with the words of the prophets, as it is written, 

16 ‘After this I will return, 

and I will rebuild the dwelling of David, which has fallen; 

from its ruins I will rebuild it, 

and I will set it up, 
17 so that all other peoples may seek the Lord— 

even all the gentiles over whom my name has been called. 

Thus says the Lord, who has been making these things 
18 known from long ago.’ 

Word of God, word of life. 

Response: Thanks be to God.  
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON Pastor Tormod Svensson 
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SERMON HYMN I Love to Tell the Story ELW 661 
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DECLARATION OF FAITH 

Leader: We declare our faith using the Nicene Creed: 

All: We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 
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COMMUNITY PRAYERS 

Leader: We pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 

(silence for reflection) 

Leader: As the early followers of Jesus finally decided that salvation was open to all people, and not 

just the Jews, so remind us that we also must welcome everyone, even if they don’t fit into 

our preferred set of criteria. 

Holy and wonderful God, 

Response: Receive our prayer. 

Leader: Salvation is open to all creation, O God.  Help us to see the natural environment as we see 

ourselves, and work for the restoration and preservation of all that you have made. 

Holy and wonderful God, 

Response: Receive our prayer. 

Leader: Guide leaders throughout the world to truly listen to those most vulnerable and oppressed 

in their communities.  May they make changes that positively transforms lives and 

situations. 

Holy and wonderful God, 

Response: Receive our prayer. 

Leader: Comfort and sustain all who journey with ongoing challenges to their physical, emotional, 

or spiritual health.  Hold them in your loving arms and give them strength and courage 

through their difficulties.  Guide and sustain their caregivers and medical providers.  Grant 

patience and acceptance to their loved ones through these trying times, and bring peace to 

troubled hearts. 

Holy and wonderful God, 

Response: Receive our prayer. 

Leader: Give us spirits of generosity to be of love and service to all those around us:  in our families, 

congregations, communities, social groups, and more.  And give us humility to ask for and 

accept care from others. 

Holy and wonderful God, 

Response: Receive our prayer. 

Leader: May we honor those saints who have gone before us by continuing the walk of faith, that 

others might follow after us, continuing the chain of community in Christ.  And we thank 

you for the lives of all those saints who have recently entered eternal life, including….  

Confident in the promise of the resurrection, we wait with anticipation and certainty that 

we will be reunited with them again at your heavenly banquet.  Until that time, comfort 

those who are mourning the physical loss of their loved ones.  Be with them as they 

struggle to find a path through their grief back to joy. 

Holy and wonderful God, 

Response: Receive our prayer. 
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Leader: Listen now to the prayers of your people, spoken aloud or silently… 

(pause for personal prayers)  

(special congregational prayers are lifted up) 

 

Holy and wonderful God, 

Response: Receive our prayer. 

Leader: These and the prayers of all creation we lift to you in Jesus’ name. 

Response: Amen. 

MEAL 

 

(Note:  Receptacles for your offerings are available on stools at the front 

on either side of the center aisle as you come forward for communion) 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Leader: Our offering prayer: 

God of love, 

we offer these gifts to you, 

knowing that they are already your own. 

Accept them for the sake of Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life to redeem creation, 

that they would be used to help others, 

as we have so often been helped. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Response: Amen. 

 

A more complete list of all whom the congregation is praying 

for this week is in the announcement insert in your bulletin. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

DIALOGUE 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

All: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastor: We join in the prayer Jesus taught us to pray. 

All: Our [Father|Mother|Heavenly Parent|Creator] who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, 

and the glory,  

forever and ever. 

Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN 

 

ABOUT COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

Leader: Jesus, who is for all people regardless of origin, 

invites every single person without exception to this holy meal in his name. 

Join your siblings throughout the world in the bread and wine that is Jesus present with us, 

and be united into the Body of Christ now and forever. 

All are welcome to receive the Lord’s Supper.  Please wait in your pew until the usher indicates that 

it is your turn, then come forward using the center aisle.  You may choose either the rail side or the 

side where there is no rail.  If you and/or your children are not comfortable participating in the Rite 

of Communion, know that all are still welcome to come forward for a blessing – just let the 

presider know your preference when you and/or your children are in front of the first 

Chancel step.  When you are at the front, please fill in a vacant spot.  If you would like a gluten 

free alternative to the bread, or if you prefer grape juice instead of wine, please indicate that 

to the presider.  After you have communed, please discard the empty cup to be recycled in the 

trash can by the side wall before returning to your seat. 
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION HYMN For the Bread Which You Have Broken ELW 494 

 

(when all in the sanctuary have been fed) 

Pastor: Those joining us online – pick up your bread and hear these words: 

This is the body of Christ given for you. 

Eat and receive saying, ″Amen.″ 

Lift up your cup of wine or juice and hear these words: 

This is the blood of Christ shed for you. 

Drink and receive saying, ″Amen.″ 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

Pastor: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Response: Amen. 
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EASTER SEASON BENEDICTION 

Leader: Go out into the world as the people of God in this place, 

and may the God who raised Jesus from the dead grant you grace, 

the Son who gave his life for you give you peace, 

and the Spirit who is with you day by day, 

inspire you to greater service both now and forever more. 

Response: Amen. 

SENDING HYMN Signs and Wonders ELW 672 
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WE GO 

Pastor: Let us go now, to follow Jesus, 

to serve our neighbor, 

to stand with the oppressed, 

to proclaim and live God’s grace, 

and to share God’s peace with one another and our world! 

Response: Thanks be to God! 

(As we pass the peace, ALL people have the right to choose 
if they would like a verbal greeting, a handshake, or a hug.) 

POSTLUDE 
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Resources:  All bible texts are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible Updated Edition, Friendship Press, 2021 

Call to Worship, Opening Prayer, Confession and Forgiveness, Community Prayers, Offering Prayer, and Communion 
Invitation ~ written by Pastor Katelyn Rakotoarivelo, Narrative Lectionary Program 1, 2024-25 Worship 
Resources, copyright © 2024 Clergy Stuff, 11260 Deer Ridge Lane, Minnetonka, MN  55343. 

Easter Season Benediction ~ written by Rev Margaret Whyte, and posted on the Church of Scotland’s Starters for Sunday 
website.  http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/ 

Special Clip Art: 

Your sins are forgiven ~ from http://clipart-library.com/clipart/380450.htm 

Stained Glass, Cross, and Bible ~ from https://clipart-library.com/clipart/church-service-cliparts-3.htm 

Jesus with the Children ~ from http://clipart-library.com/clipart/2089869.htm 

The Council of Jerusalem ~ https://www.freebibleimages.org/illustrations/paul-jerusalem/.  The original illustrations are 
the copyright of Sweet Publishing and the digitally adjusted compilations of them the copyright of 
FreeBibleimages.  They are made available for free download under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 
3.0 Unported license.  The individual images can be used on web pages, blogs and social media with attribution 
to Sweet Publishing / FreeBibleimages.org.  Downloaded pictures can be used in the retelling of Bible stories 
and narrative that are faithful to the Biblical account. They are not to be used in any context where the 
accompanying message is undermining of the Christian faith and gospel. 

Praying Hands ~ from http://clipart-library.com/clipart/516920.htm 

Praying Hands in front of Stained Glass Window ~ from 
https://www.clipartmax.com/middle/m2H7G6i8K9K9d3Z5_prayer-invites-us-to-clip-art-prayer-hand/ 

Come to the Table ~ from http://clipart-library.com/clipart/702688.htm 

Piano with Music ~ from http://clipart-library.com/clipart/314679.htm and recolored 

Some clip art ~ from https://www.sundaysandseasons.com, copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26161. 

Liturgy Music ~ by Sean Haley.  Duplication in any form prohibited without permission from the composer. 

One License, Annual License with Podcasting, Category B avg attendence 26 to 100, A-729010 for Oct 18, 2024 through Oct 17, 2025 

CCLI Copyright License 263987 Size B, Streaming License 20757860 Size B 
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KENT LUTHERAN CHURCH 

lives and celebrates the accepting love of Christ 

CORE VALUES 

We affirm the following values: 

* We value the love of God revealed in Christ Jesus; 

* We value God’s love as a gift to be shared with everyone; 

* We value everyone as a child of God, and invite all to be embraced by God; 

* We value providing a loving, caring environment supporting spiritual needs; 

* We value that all people are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God and community. 

* We value the participation of people of all ages, ethnic background, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, educational background, different abilities, and economic conditions. 

OUR VISION 

Kent Lutheran Church, a Christ-centered, sacred place 

for spiritual, cultural, and community enrichment. 

Kent Lutheran Church is an RIC (Reconciling in Christ) congregation. 

336 Second Avenue South, Kent, WA  98032-5849 

Phone:  253-852-2057 

Office email: klcoffice@kentlutheran.org 

Web Site:  www.kentlutheran.org 

Visit us on Facebook: Kent Lutheran Church, Kent Lutheran Youth, KLC South Sudan 

Other KLC related web sites: www.KentGrandOrgan.org, www.klcsouthsudan.blogspot.com 

 

Pastor Tormod Svensson 

 Pastor’s Cell Phone:  301-707-1548 Pastor’s email:  pastorsvensson@gmail.com 

Sean Haley, Director of Music Ministries 

Ken Brooks, Office Ministries Manager 

Mona Lee, Treasurer 

Kathy Nixon, Financial Secretary 

Joseph Lual, Seminarian 

Lutheran Counseling Network counselor: 

Karen Klemetson (Kent and SeaTac) 425-271-9711, ext. 3 
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