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Second Sunday of Easter  

 
 April 7, 2024 9:30 AM 

(You are welcome to share a prayer request to be used in worship today.  Prayer 
Cards will be offered by the ushers and later collected during the Praise Song.) 

WELCOME AND HIGHLIGHTED HAPPENINGS TO COME 

 

PRELUDE    (and lighting of the altar candles) 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Kent Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Duwamish and 
Muckleshoot peoples.  We recognize, honor, and thank these Indigenous siblings – caretakers of this 
land who have lived, and continue to live here since time immemorial. 
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EASTER DECLARATION 

Leader: Christ is risen. 

All: He is risen indeed. 

Leader: Christ is risen. 

All: He is risen indeed. 

Leader: Christ is risen! 

All: He is risen indeed! 

Alleluia! 

OPENING SUPPLICATION 

Leader: As early followers of Jesus gathered 

for fellowship and worship, 

praying and singing and reading the scriptures, 

so we gather this morning. 

May our devotion to you, O Divine goodness, 

be a blessing to you. 

OPENING SONG Gather Us In ELW 532 
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OPENING PRAYER 

Leader: Let us pray: 

Christ is risen. 

Response: Christ is risen, indeed. 

Leader: God is alive… 

Response: New birth is given. 

Leader: Hope is alive… 

Response: A new age is dawning. 

Leader: Joy is alive… 

Response: Redemption is here. 

Leader: Love is alive… 

Response: Death cannot harm us. 

Leader: We are alive… 

Response: New life is within us. 

Leader: The church is alive… 

Response: God’s spirit is within us. 

God of life, we worship you. 

God of creation, we praise you. 

God of revelation, we learn from you. 

God of resurrection, we come to celebrate you.  Amen. 
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the fountain of living water, 

the rock who gave us birth, 

our light and our salvation. 

Response: Amen. 

Pastor: People of God, in the baptismal waters we travel with Christ from death to life. 

Our past, our sin, our failure, our doubt, and our shame are drowned and gone here. 

Response: You, O God, wash us clean. 

Pastor: Our fear, our confusion, our self-righteousness, our despair --  

ALL are washed away by grace. 

Response: You, O God, wash us clean. 

Pastor: Our pride, our hypocrisy, and other people’s opinions of us  

no longer have the power to define us. 

Response: You, O God, give us new life. 

Pastor: The Spirit lives and moves through us now, a great and joyful mystery, 

so we may bring love and mercy into the world as the body of Christ. 

Response: You, O God, give us new life. 

Pastor: Rejoice that God has claimed us in this baptismal grace, 

not by our own doing or believing but by God’s mercy alone. 

Response: You, O God, give us new life. 

Pastor: And so, as we begin worship, we give thanks to God 

for the gracious gift of baptism 

that joins us together in Christ by the Spirit’s power. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

We praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Response: Amen. 

PRAISE SONG Oh Let the Son of God Enfold You (Spirit Song) CCLI 27824 (TFF 105) 
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THE WORD 

THE FIRST READING    Acts 4:32-35 

Reader: The first reading today is from the fourth chapter of the book of Acts: 

32 Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 

claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in 

common.  33 With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the 

Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.  34 There was not a needy person among 

them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what 

was sold.  35 They laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had 

need. 

The word of the Lord. 

Response: Thanks be to God. 

THE SECOND READING    1 John 1:1-2:2 

Reader: Our second reading begins in the first chapter of First John: 
1 We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have 

seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the 

word of life — 2 this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to 

you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us — 3 we declare to you 

what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our 

fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.  4 We are writing these things so 

that our joy may be complete. 
5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and 

in him there is no darkness at all.  6 If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are 

walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7 but if we walk in the light as he 

himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 

cleanses us from all sin.  8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 

is not in us.  9 If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.  But if 

anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and he 

is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole 

world. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Response: Thanks be to God. 
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WELCOME THE GOSPEL (See page 8) Give Me Jesus ELW 770, Only Verses 1 & 2 
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We invite you to stand for the Gospel. 

THE GOSPEL READING    John 20:19-31 

Reader: The holy gospel according to John, the twentieth chapter. 

Response: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Reader:  19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 

house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 

stood among them and said, "Peace be with you."  20 After he said this, he showed 

them his hands and his side.  Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  
21 Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you.  As the Father has sent me, so I send 

you."  22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the 

Holy Spirit.  23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the 

sins of any, they are retained." 
24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 

Jesus came.  25 So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord."  But he said to 

them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the 

nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe." 
26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.  

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with 

you."  27 Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands.  Reach out your 

hand and put it in my side.  Do not doubt but believe."  28 Thomas answered him, "My Lord 

and my God!"  29 Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me?  Blessed 

are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe." 
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written 

in this book.  31 But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Response: Praise to you, O Christ. 

If you are standing, you may now be seated. 

RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL (See page 7) Give Me Jesus ELW 770, Verses 3 & 5 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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SERMON Pastor Tormod Svensson 

 

SONG OF RESPONSE Touch That Soothes and Heals ACS 939 
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DECLARATION OF FAITH 

Leader Do we believe? 

Response: Yes, in spite of ourselves, we do believe! 

Leader While some follow fad and fashion, 

changing with the seasons in Paris, London and New York, 

Response: we follow the man from Nazareth. 

Leader While some put their hope in a big lotto win, 

or chase profits at no matter what cost to family, 

Response: we put our hope in loving one another as our Christ has loved us. 

Leader While some may give in to a sophisticated cynicism, 

or some fall into apathy or despair, 

Response: we put our faith in the God who has given us his only true son. 

Leader While some may boast of their superior education, 

culture, race, or living standard, 

Response: we boast in the self-giving of that Son on a Cross. 

Leader While some try to justify themselves by prizing fame or power, 

or by claiming superior morals, 

Response: we allow the grace of our Lord to Jesus to be our best prize. 

Leader Because of Jesus, 

Response: we believe in the living God 

by whose Holy Spirit all things are open to change and renewal. 

And that includes us and the church. 

Thanks be to God! 

COMMUNITY PRAYERS 

Leader: Let us pray: 

Holy Spirit, 

help your fractured church to be of one heart and soul, 

that our proclamation will resonate with great power, 

and great grace may be upon us all. 

Set our minds on heavenly things. 

Response: Fill us with your joy. 

Leader: Lord Jesus Christ, 

you prayed to Our God that we would be one church. 

Help us receive you like Aaron, 

rejoicing with precious oil upon his head. 

Help us receive you like morning dew 

upon the mountains, valleys and prairies. 

Help us rely upon your precious promise of life forevermore. 

Bless our church, its congregations and its leaders, 

especially our ELCA leadership – our national Bishop, Elizabeth Eaton, 

and our Bishop of the Northwest Washington Synod, Shelley Bryan Wee. 
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Leader: Set our minds on heavenly things. 

Response: Fill us with your joy. 

Leader: Word of Life, eternal life, 

make our joy complete with the God of light, 

in whom there is no darkness at all. 

Set our minds on heavenly things. 

Response: Fill us with your joy. 

Leader: Heavenly Redeemer, forgiver of our every sin, 

help us look to Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 

as our advocate and redeemer, 

not only for ourselves, but for your whole world. 

Set our minds on heavenly things. 

Response: Fill us with your joy. 

Leader: Lord Jesus Christ, 

when we behave like Thomas, letting ourselves be filled with doubt, 

give us strength to constantly return to your church, with our doubt, 

until we confess “My Lord and My God” on the day of your visitation. 

Set our minds on heavenly things. 

Response: Fill us with your joy. 

Leader: God of mercy, 

we bring before you people we know with special needs... 

afflictions that can be healed by your precious touch, 

disease that will not be healed on this earth, 

those with burdens too heavy to bear alone, 

especially those missing love ones…. 

Hear our cry as we pray to you now from our hearts, either aloud or silently…. 

(silence for personal prayers) 

(congregational prayers are lifted up) 

Set our minds on heavenly things. 

Response: Fill us with your joy. 

Leader: Help us listen closely to your Word, 

even as you listen closely to our prayers. 

Response: Amen. 

PRESENT YOUR OFFERINGS AND RECEIVE THE MEAL OF GOD’S PRESENCE 

 

(Note:  The ushers will collect your offerings in the center aisle during the song) 
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OFFERING SONG What Have We to Offer DATH 20 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Leader: Generous and surprising God, 

when we thought that death 

had claimed your only Son, 

you amazed us with the resurrection. 

All: Surprise us again, 

with your ability to turn these humble offerings 

into gifts that will transform the world 

through our witness to your love. 
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Leader: We lay our very lives at your feet, O God, 

knowing that you will use us 

to proclaim and embody the gospel. 

All: Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

Reader: Come to the table to be made whole. 

Come to participate in the work of making us one with Him and each other. 

Come, for this is a table where all are invited. 

All are welcome. 

If you are joining us online and want to participate in Holy Communion, gather your bread 

or cracker and your wine or juice.  You will be communed after those who partake in the 

sanctuary. 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastor: We join in the prayer Jesus taught us to pray. 

All: Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, 

the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
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ABOUT COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

Pastor: Come, for this is a table where all are invited and all are welcome. 

 

COMMUNION SONG Deep Peace ACS 1018, Repeated 

 

All are welcome to receive the Lord’s Supper.  Please wait in your pew until the usher indicates that 

it is your turn, then come forward using the center aisle.  If you and/or your children are not 

comfortable participating in the Rite of Communion, know that all are still welcome to come 

forward for a blessing – just let the presider know your preference when you and/or your 

children are at the rail.  When you are at the front, please fill in a vacant spot at the altar rail.  You 

may either kneel or stand, whichever is most comfortable for you.  If you would like a gluten free 

alternative to the bread, or If you prefer grape juice instead of wine, please indicate that to 

the presider.  After you have communed, please discard the empty cup to be recycled in the trash 

can by the side wall before returning to your seat. 
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(when all in the sanctuary have been fed) 

Those joining us online – pick up your bread and hear these words: 

This is the body of Christ given for you. 

Eat and receive saying, ″Amen.″ 

Lift up your cup of wine or juice and hear these words: 

This is the blood of Christ shed for you. 

Drink and receive saying, ″Amen.″ 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

Pastor: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Response: Amen. 

SENDING HYMN Halle, Halle, Hallelujah ELW 172, Repeated 
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WE GO 

Leader: Go forth in joy. 
You have God’s kingdom in your heart. 

Go forth in love. 
Live for the Lord. 

Go with hope and forgiveness. 
The grace of God sustains. 

Go forth in peace. 
Go forth in light. 

Response: Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Christ is risen. 

Response: He is risen indeed! 

Alleluia! 

Pastor: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Rejoice and be glad. 

All: Thanks be to God! 

Alleluia! 

Pastor: Let us share God’s peace with one another as we leave today. 

(As we pass the peace, ALL people have the right to choose if they 

would like a verbal greeting, a handshake, or a hug.) 

POSTLUDE 
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Resources:  All bible texts are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, https://www.sundaysandseasons.com 
Liturgy wording and some clip art from https://www.sundaysandseasons.com, copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. 

All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26161. 

Opening Prayer ~ posted on Life in Liturgy, from the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  https://lifeinliturgy.wordpress.com/ 

Thanksgiving for Baptism ~ adapted by Pastor Jess Harren and posted on 4/25/2019 on 
http://pastorjess.com/congregational-renewal-stories-and-resources/thanksgiving-for-baptism, 
based on a writing posted on http://mccoffey.blogspot.com/2012/08/thanksgiving-for-baptism-
rite.html and edited with permission of Pastor Michael Coffey 

Declaration of Faith ~ written by Bruce Prewer, and posted on Bruce Prewer’s Home Page.  http://www.bruceprewer.com/ 

Community Prayers ~ adapted from a writing by Paul Sauer, and posted on the Lutheran Forum website. 

Offering Prayer ~ written by Laura Jaquith Barlett, and posted on Ministry Matters.  
http://www.ministrymatters.com/worship/entry/2528/worship-elements-april-12-2015 

We Go ~ copyright © Sandra Webb-Johnsen, 2000.  Permission granted for congregational use, with appropriate 
accreditation.  Posted on the Community of Christ website. 

Special Clip Art: 

Piano with Music ~ from http://clipart-library.com/clipart/314679.htm and recolored 

Outside of Bible ~ from http://clipart-library.com/clipart/690845.htm 

Jesus with the Children ~ from https://www.clipartmax.com/middle/m2H7H7N4b1K9K9H7_child-bible-
depiction-of-jesus-clip-art-jesus-and-children/ 

Praying hands ~ from http://clipart-library.com/clipart/516920.htm 

Come to the Table ~ from http://clipart-library.com/clipart/702688.htm 

Some clip art from https://www.sundaysandseasons.com 

One License, Annual License with Podcasting, Category B, A-729010 for Oct 18, 2023 through Oct 17, 2024 

CCLI Copyright License 263987 Size B, Streaming License 20757860 Size B 
 

 

https://www.sundaysandseasons.com/
https://www.sundaysandseasons.com/
https://lifeinliturgy.wordpress.com/
http://pastorjess.com/congregational-renewal-stories-and-resources/thanksgiving-for-baptism
http://mccoffey.blogspot.com/2012/08/thanksgiving-for-baptism-rite.html
http://mccoffey.blogspot.com/2012/08/thanksgiving-for-baptism-rite.html
http://www.bruceprewer.com/
http://www.lutheranforum.org/
http://www.ministrymatters.com/worship/entry/2528/worship-elements-april-12-2015
http://clipart-library.com/clipart/314679.htm
http://clipart-library.com/clipart/690845.htm
https://www.clipartmax.com/middle/m2H7H7N4b1K9K9H7_child-bible-depiction-of-jesus-clip-art-jesus-and-children/
https://www.clipartmax.com/middle/m2H7H7N4b1K9K9H7_child-bible-depiction-of-jesus-clip-art-jesus-and-children/
http://clipart-library.com/clipart/516920.htm
http://clipart-library.com/clipart/702688.htm
https://www.sundaysandseasons.com/
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KENT LUTHERAN CHURCH 

lives and celebrates the accepting love of Christ 

CORE VALUES 

We affirm the following values: 

* We value the love of God revealed in Christ Jesus; 

* We value God’s love as a gift to be shared with everyone; 

* We value everyone as a child of God, and invite all to be embraced by God; 

* We value providing a loving, caring environment supporting spiritual needs; 

* We value that all people are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God and community. 

* We value the participation of people of all ages, ethnic background, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, educational background, different abilities, and economic conditions. 

OUR VISION 

Kent Lutheran Church, a Christ-centered, sacred place 

for spiritual, cultural, and community enrichment. 

Kent Lutheran Church is an RIC (Reconciling in Christ) congregation. 

336 Second Avenue South, Kent, WA  98032-5849 

Phone:  253-852-2057 

Office email: klcoffice@kentlutheran.org 

Web Site:  www.kentlutheran.org 

Visit us on Facebook: Kent Lutheran Church, Kent Lutheran Youth, KLC South Sudan 

Other KLC related web sites: www.KentGrandOrgan.org, www.klcsouthsudan.blogspot.com 

 

Pastor Tormod Svensson 

 Pastor’s Cell Phone:  301-707-1548 Pastor’s email:  pastorsvensson@gmail.com 

Sean Haley, Director of Music Ministries 

Jody McCaw, Office Ministries Manager 

Mona Lee, Treasurer 

Kathy Nixon, Financial Secretary 

Joseph Lual, Seminarian 

Lutheran Counseling Network counselors: 

Karen Klemetson (Kent and SeaTac) 425-271-9711, ext. 3 

mailto:klcoffice@kentlutheran.org
http://www.kentlutheran.org/
mailto:pastorsvensson@gmail.com

