
Page 1 of 20 

Easter Sunday 

 
 March 31, 2024 9:30 AM 

(You are welcome to share a prayer request to be used in worship today by filling out a Prayer Card.  
They will be collected by the ushers during the Hymn of the Day.) 

INVITATION TO WORSHIP Handbell Change Ring 

PRELUDE    (and lighting of the altar candles) 

EASTER DECLARATION 

Leader: Christ is risen. 

All: He is risen indeed. 

Leader: Christ is risen. 

All: He is risen indeed. 

Leader: Christ is risen! 

All: He is risen indeed! 



Page 2 of 20 

WELCOME 

 

GATHERING 

Pastor: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

the fountain of living water, 

the rock who gave us birth, 

our light and our salvation. 

All: Amen. 

Pastor: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

Shower us with your Spirit, 

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Kent Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Duwamish and 
Muckleshoot peoples, and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial.  We also 
wish to recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their 
home. 
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GATHERING HYMN Jesus Christ Is Risen Today ELW 365 
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GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

Leader: Let us pray. 

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his 

glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death.  Make us die every day to 

sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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WORD 

THE FIRST READING    Acts 10:34-43 

Reader: The first reading today is from the tenth chapter of the book of Acts. 

(when the reading has been finished) 

The word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 118:1-2,14-24 

Refrain (Worship Leaders sing the first time through, then the Congregation joins for the repeat): 

 

 

Cantor: 1 O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

his steadfast love endures forever! 
2 Let Israel say, 

"His steadfast love endures forever." 

All: Refrain  (sung once): 

Cantor: 14 The LORD is my strength and my might; 

he has become my salvation. 
15 There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: 

"The right hand of the LORD does valiantly; 
16 the right hand of the LORD is exalted; 

the right hand of the LORD does valiantly." 

All: Refrain  (sung once): 
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Cantor: 17 I shall not die, but I shall live, 

and recount the deeds of the LORD. 
18 The LORD has punished me severely, 

but he did not give me over to death. 
19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, 

that I may enter through them 

and give thanks to the LORD. 

All: Refrain  (sung once): 

Cantor: 20 This is the gate of the LORD; 

the righteous shall enter through it. 
21 I thank you that you have answered me 

and have become my salvation. 

All: Refrain  (sung once): 
22 The stone that the builders rejected 

has become the chief cornerstone. 
23 This is the LORD's doing; 

it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 This is the day that the LORD has made; 

let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

All: Refrain  (sung twice): 

 

 

THE SECOND READING    1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Reader: The second reading is from the fifteenth chapter of First Corinthians: 

(when the reading has been finished) 

Word of God, word of life. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

We invite you to stand for the Gospel. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL READING    Mark 16:1-8 

Reader: The holy gospel according to the sixteenth chapter of Mark. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

(when the reading has been finished) 

Reader: The gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

If you are standing, you may now be seated. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON  Pastor Tormod Svensson 
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HYMN OF THE DAY Thine Is the Glory ELW 376 
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DECLARATION OF FAITH  (Inclusive Language Version) 

Leader: Please join me as we declare our faith together. 

All: I believe in God, the Creator almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Creator, 

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting. 

Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Leader: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the 

world, and all those in need of good news. 

(a brief silence) 

 

Leader: Listen now to the prayers of your people, spoken aloud or silently… 

(pause for personal prayers) 

(special congregational prayers are lifted up)  

 

God of grace, 

All: hear our prayer. 

Leader: Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 

All: Amen. 

(At the end of each petition of the Prayers of Intercession, these words will be said: 

Leader: Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

The complete list of all whom the congregation is praying 

for this week is in the announcement insert in your bulletin. 
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DEDICATION OF THE FLAG OF INCLUSIVITY 

 

Leader: God of abundant love and endless diversity, we dedicate this flag and affirm our 

commitment to welcome and embrace all marginalized siblings.  To celebrate love and 

loving relationships in all their many and varied forms.  To acknowledge gender identities in 

their many expressions.  May this flag, like the cross, serve as a beacon of hope to our 

community, and signify that this faith community is a safe harbor from the derision, hate, 

and bigotry of the world.  May the vibrant colors inspire us to live with visibly inclusive 

pride, to embrace our truths and authenticity, and to unite in the face of adversity.  May it 

remind us that it is your work and our hands that will shape a world where your unceasing 

love knows no bounds. 

All: Amen. 

MEAL 

    

(Note:  The ushers will collect your offerings in the center aisle during the hymn.) 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Leader: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. 
Day by day you shower us with blessings. 
As you have raised us to new life in Christ, 
give us glad and generous hearts, 
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All: Amen. 
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OFFERING HYMN Come to the Table ELW 481 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Reader: We give great thanksgiving as we participate in this meal of joy for God's presence is here. 

We invite you in Jesus’ name to commune with him at this table, 

across political lines and economic lines, 

in places of powerfully protected affluence, 

and among the poorest of the poor. 

Come, for this is a table where all are invited. 

Come, whether this is your first time or your hundredth. 

Come, because this feast is a reminder that God's Table is big enough for all of us. 

We share this meal, remembering and celebrating the One who increases joy. 

Jesus Christ has risen and he rose for you. 

God has a seat saved at this table, specifically for you. 

So, come. 

All are welcome. 

We will commune those in the Sanctuary first and then with those who are online. 

If you are joining us online and want to participate in Holy Communion, have your piece of 

bread or cracker and your wine or juice ready. 

DIALOGUE 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

All: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastor: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. 

Amen. 

COMMUNION HYMN 

 

ABOUT COMMUNION 

 

All are welcome to receive the Lord’s Supper.  Please wait in your pew until the usher indicates that 

it is your turn, then come forward using the center aisle.  If you and/or your children are not 

comfortable participating in the Rite of Communion, know that all are still welcome to come 

forward for a blessing – just let the presider know your preference when you and/or your 

children are at the rail.  When you are at the front, please fill in a vacant spot at the altar rail.  You 

may either kneel or stand, whichever is most comfortable for you.  If you would like a gluten free 

alternative to the bread, or If you prefer grape juice instead of wine, please indicate that to 

the appropriate provider.  After you have communed, please discard the empty cup to be 

recycled in the trash can by the side wall before returning to your seat. 
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COMMUNION INVITATION AND DISTRIBUTION 

Pastor: The risen Christ is made known to us 

in the breaking of the bread. 

Come and eat at God’s table. 

  

(when all in the sanctuary have been fed) 

Pastor: Those joining us online – pick up your bread and hear these words: 

This is the body of Christ given for you. 

Eat and receive saying, ″Amen.″ 

Lift up your cup of wine or juice and hear these words: 

This is the blood of Christ shed for you. 

Drink and receive saying, ″Amen.″ 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

All: Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Leader: Let us pray: 

Shepherding God, 

you have prepared a table before us 

and nourished us with your love. 

Send us forth from this banquet 

to proclaim your goodness 

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 

our redeemer and friend. 

All: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds ELW 367 
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BLESSING 

Leader: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

All: Christ is risen indeed! 

Alleluia! 

Leader: The God of resurrection power, 

the Christ of unending joy, 

and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. 

All: Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: The love and peace of Christ be with you always. 

All: And also with you. 

Pastor: Alleluia! 

Go in peace. 

Rejoice and be glad. 

All: Thanks be to God! 

Alleluia! 

Pastor: Let us share God’s peace with one another as we leave today. 

(As we pass the peace, 

ALL people have the right to choose if they would like 

a verbal greeting, a handshake, or a hug.) 

POSTLUDE 
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Alleluia! 

 

Christ is risen! 
 

 
Resources:  All bible texts are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of 

the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission.  All 
rights reserved. 

Liturgy, prayers and some clip art from https://www.sundaysandseasons.com, 

All other music with permission under 
One License, Annual License with Podcasting, Category B, A-729010 for Oct 18, 2023 through Oct 17, 2024. 

Special Clip Art: 

Jesus with Children ~ from http://www.clker.com/cliparts/6/f/a/2/15163052791737896005jesus-loves-little-
children-clipart.med.png 

Praying Hands ~ from http://clipart-library.com/clipart/516920.htm 

Reconciling in Christ Progressive PRIDE Flag Banner ~ from 
https://www.zazzle.com/progressive_pride_flag_banner_vertical-256406561291906382 

Bread and Wine in front of Stained Glass Window ~ from http://clipart-library.com/clipart/1629554.htm 

Come to the Table ~ from http://clipart-library.com/clipart/702688.htm 

Singers ~ adapted from https://clipart-library.com/clipart/church-music-cliparts-19.htm 
 

 

https://www.sundaysandseasons.com/
http://www.clker.com/cliparts/6/f/a/2/15163052791737896005jesus-loves-little-children-clipart.med.png
http://www.clker.com/cliparts/6/f/a/2/15163052791737896005jesus-loves-little-children-clipart.med.png
http://clipart-library.com/clipart/516920.htm
https://www.zazzle.com/progressive_pride_flag_banner_vertical-256406561291906382
http://clipart-library.com/clipart/1629554.htm
http://clipart-library.com/clipart/702688.htm
https://clipart-library.com/clipart/church-music-cliparts-19.htm
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KENT LUTHERAN CHURCH 

lives and celebrates the accepting love of Christ 

CORE VALUES 

We affirm the following values: 

* We value the love of God revealed in Christ Jesus; 

* We value God’s love as a gift to be shared with everyone; 

* We value everyone as a child of God, and invite all to be embraced by God; 

* We value providing a loving, caring environment supporting spiritual needs; 

* We value that all people are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God and community. 

* We value the participation of people of all ages, ethnic background, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, educational background, different abilities, and economic conditions. 

OUR VISION 

Kent Lutheran Church, a Christ-centered, sacred place 

for spiritual, cultural, and community enrichment. 

Kent Lutheran Church is an RIC (Reconciling in Christ) congregation. 

336 Second Avenue South, Kent, WA  98032-5849 

Phone:  253-852-2057 

Office email: klcoffice@kentlutheran.org 

Web Site:  www.kentlutheran.org 

Visit us on Facebook: Kent Lutheran Church, Kent Lutheran Youth, KLC South Sudan 

Other KLC related web sites: www.KentGrandOrgan.org, www.klcsouthsudan.blogspot.com 

 

Pastor Tormod Svensson 

 Pastor’s Cell Phone:  301-707-1548 Pastor’s email:  pastorsvensson@gmail.com 

Sean Haley, Director of Music Ministries 

Jody McCaw, Office Ministries Manager 

Mona Lee, Treasurer 

Kathy Nixon, Financial Secretary 

Joseph Lual, Seminarian 

Lutheran Counseling Network counselors: 

Karen Klemetson (Kent and SeaTac) 425-271-9711, ext. 3 

mailto:klcoffice@kentlutheran.org
http://www.kentlutheran.org/
mailto:pastorsvensson@gmail.com

